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companion which it- did not receive at all well at first—
which I got for the garden from a Eurasian who had reared
it from a chick. This bird was still alive when I left, and
I hope it is still; it used to be delightfully tame, and
would follow visitors about like a dog, though the greedy
Ibises got most of the contributions offered it. as both
this and the other individual were very nervous birds,
not good in a scramble. Such a specimen would be a
very nice and useful garden pet, and it ought to be easy
to rear the young under a hen ; minced meat mixed with
rice, small shrimps, and insects, would probably be
suitable food. Only two eggs are laid by this bird,
without a nest; they may be found between February
and May, and are stone-coloured with dark blotches, and
just over two inches long.
The Australian Great Thick-knee.
Esacus    'magnirostris,   blanford ,   Faun.   Brit.
Ind., Birds, Vol. IV, p. 207.
This much resembles the last, but is even larger, especially
as regards the bill, which is considerably thicker and has the
ridge curved instead of straight. There are a few small
differences in plumage, but that in the bill is quite enough
for discrimination.
This species, which is properly a bird of the further east,
is found from the Malay Archipelago to the shores of Aus-
tralia, being a true coast-bird. In our limits it haunts only
the shores of the Andamans and Cocos Islands ; I once saw
a pair in the former group, and fine birds they were. I am
glad now the Museum taxidermist who was with me failed
to shoot them, though they gave him several chances, not
being very wild, and only leaving when tired of the noise.
Eggs of this giant among the Plovers have been taken in
both the Cocos and Andamans in March and April ; they

